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Allen County HamNews 


Fort Wayne Radio Club ~~ Fort Wayne DX Association 


By Jay Farlow, W9LW 
Quadrant 2 Leader, IMO SKYWARN 


he net control station (NCS) team for 

the IMO SKYWARN Quadrant Two Net 
on 146.88 MHz has made some slight op- 
erational changes as we enter the 2014 
severe weather season. 


The main change affects when direct- 
ed SKYWARN nets will begin. Effective im- 
mediately, a directed net will begin any 
time a tornado warning is issued for any 
part of Allen County, Ind. In addition, if a 
liaison from a county SKYWARN net re- 
quests a directed quadrant net, a direct- 
ed net will begin. Finally, SCYWARN NCS 
have the authority to begin a directed 
net at any time they deem it necessary. In 
general, an NCS will begin a directed net 
anytime the amount of spotter traffic or 
expected traffic warrants disrupting nor- 
mal repeater operation. 


Please remember that when a directed 
net is in session, all stations are requested 
to refrain from transmitting on the fre- 
quency except when they have observed 
something that meets National Weather 
Service (NWS) reporting criteria (or when 
the NCS requests information from them). 
During a directed net, stations should 
not transmit information obtained from 


broadcasters, an- 
nounce the activa- 
tion of sirens, etc. as 
such — transmissions 
are not first-hand re- 
ports that meet NWS 
criteria. 


Because of the 


second minor 
change in __ pro- 
cedures, stations 


should not plan to 
use the SKYWARN 
net as a_ primary 
means of obtaining 
information from the 
NWS (e.g. warnings, 


NWS Reporting Criteria 


+ Tornado (debris visible) 
+ Funnel cloud (rotating, no debris 


visible) 


+ Wall cloud (rotating) 
+ Wind 50 mph or higher (measured) 
+ Wind damage (specify) 


+ Hail (any size) 
+ Flooding 
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SKWYARN Quaprant Net Makes SMALL CHANGES 
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204 people from several counties attended SKYWARN spotter 
special weather state- training at Columbia City High School Feb. 18. (NWS photo) 


ments, etc.). With today’s technology, 
even spotters in the field have multiple 
other means of receiving such informa- 
tion, including portable NOAA weather 
radios (or amateur radios tuned to the 
NOAA frequency), broadcast radios, mo- 
bile Internet connections and smart- 
phone apps. For this reason and to keep 
the frequency as clear as possible for 
spotter reports, net control stations will 
now severely limit the reading of NWS 


Continued on Page 5 
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Allen County HamNews is a monthly joint publication of 
the Fort Wayne Radio Club (P.O. Box 15127, Fort Wayne, 
IN 46885), the Allen County Amateur Radio Technical 
Society (P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN 46851), and the 
Fort Wayne DX Association. 
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Word and JPEG are preferred if separate files are used. 
For those without computer access, please mail your 
submission to either of the clubs post office boxes. 


Fort Wayne DX Association: http://www.gqsl.net/fwdxa/ 
ARES: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Allen_Co_IN_ARES/ 
IN_PACKET Yahoo Group: _http://groups.yahoo.com/group/IN_PACKET/ 


The deadline for the each issue is the last day of the 
preceding month. 
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Fort Wayne Radio Club 


O. Box15127, Fort Wayne, IN 


THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 


irst off, a special thanks to the Chris 

Highlen and the Fort Wayne Astro- 
nomical Society for their excellent pre- 
sentation about their club and their long 
term plans to build their own observatory 
at Jefferson Township Park. This 
is a great example of what a de- 
termined club can accomplish 
when they put their minds to it. 
If you missed this very well at- 
tended meeting, you missed a good one! 


OK, most of us are getting sick of 
winter, so there are a lot of Ground-hog 
hunters right now that are looking for re- 
venge! If the ‘hog saw his shadow on Feb 
2nd, then winter should break right about 
March 15th or so, and that is perfect tim- 
ing. On the 15th is the first big Hamfest 
of the season, Marshall Michigan on Sat- 
urday, followed by the Toledo Hamfest on 
Sunday the 16th. | may try to hit both of 
them. Like many of you | have started my 
‘list’ of items that | need to pick up for vari- 
ous projects like Fox Hunt gear, antennas 
and feed lines. With spring right around 
the corner, it can’t be too soon! 


For some of us the Spring radio proj- 
ects involve Vintage Radio. The FWRC 
meeting presentation for the March 
meeting on the 21st will be another Vin- 
tage Radio themed meet put together by 
Jack Shutt, W9GT, with a little help from 
his friends. It is always fun and interesting 
to see the roots of radio and it means a 
little more now that we are in the ARRL's 
centennial year. | started out with radios 
that glowed in the dark, so | love to take 
a trip down memory lane with these care- 
fully restored and some home brewed 
pieces of gear. Plan on joining us for this 
fun meeting. 


Don't forget that this is the 100th an- 
niversary of the ARRL. Begun in 1914, they 


March 21: Will be a Vintage Radio 
themed meeting put together by Jack 


Shutt, W9GT, with a little help from 
his friends. 


have championed the cause of America’s 
Amateur Radio community through two 
World Wars and countless challenges to 
our spectrum. Read about it in QST maga- 
zine, or check out their web site at WWW. 
)) ARRL.ORG to follow the events 
of this year. | am looking forward 
to a really fantastic ARRL Expo at 
Dayton this year! | am sure they 
will have something special! 


Don't forget to be “Radio Active”! Get 
on the air and enjoy this great hobby! 


Best regards, 


Steve, W9SAN 


Fort Wayne Rapio CLus 


Meetinc Minutes 

he February meeting of the Ft. Wayne 

Radio Club was held at the Good 
Shepherd United Methodist Church on 22 
February, 2014, and was hosted by club 
president Steve Nardin, W9SAN. There 
were about 100 people in attendance for 
this meeting, a very nice crowd indeed. 


Bob Streeter provided the Treasure’s 
report. As of 22 February the club had 
experienced year-to-date income of 
$2,176.59 and expenses of $789.75 for a 
net surplus of $1,386.84 so far this year. 
Cash-on-hand totaled $101.60, the check- 
ing account totaled $1,660.02, and the 
savings account totaled $8,046.26. Club 
membership totaled 100 souls for the first 
time in a number of years. 


Charles Ward, KC9MUT provided the 
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East State Blvd 


Officers 


President 
Steve Nardin, W9SAN 
260-482-4039 
w9san(at)arrl.net 


Vice President 
Carole Burke, WB9RUS 
260-637-1989 
wb9rus(at)comcast.net 


Secretary 
Al Burke, WB9SSE 
260-637-1989 
aburke55(at)comcast.net 


Treasurer 
Bob Streeter, W8ST 
260-672-9737 
wé8st(at)arrl.net 


Communications 
Charles Ward, KCOMUT 
260-749-4824 
kc9mut(at)yahoo.com 


Directors 
Tom Baker, N9STB 
260-747-2714 
n9tb(at)arrl.net 


Linda Nardin, W9LAN 
260-482-4039 
lannshs(at)hotmail.com 


Kim Machamer, KB9DOS 
260-485-8559 
jimandkim(at)juno.com 


Tom Rupp, KU8T 
260-437-4676 
gmrepair1(at)aol.com 


W9TE Trustee 
Carole Burke, WB9RUS 


Webmaster 
Jay Farlow, WOLW 


Unless otherwise scheduled, all 
meetings are held at the Good Shep- 


herd United Methodist Church, 4700 
Vance Avenue, Fort Wayne, IN. 
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February Foxhunt report. It was a chal- 
lenging hunt considering the weather 
we've been experiencing of late, and was 
won by Bob Dean, KC9UHU and Dave 
Spence, K9NDU, so they will serve as the 
fox for the March hunt. Details of the Feb- 
ruary hunt may be found in the Foxhunt 
Chronicles on the club web page and in 
the March Allen County Ham News. 


Steve Nardin reported that the an- 
tenna for the 146.910 Echo-Link repeater 
atop the tower at IPFW has been replaced 
after several attempts frustrated by the 
weather. Users should find much im- 
proved coverage, especially transmit cov- 
erage, now that the new antenna is oper- 
ational. Details can currently be found in 
the February edition of the Allen County 
Ham News. 


Steve asked members to read the ar- 
ticle “To tone or not to tone: That is the 
question” on the current FWRC web page. 
The article addresses the initiative being 
put forth by the Indiana Repeater Coordi- 
nating Committee and Indiana Repeater 
Council that will require that CTCSS tones 
be present on the inputs of all coordi- 
nated Indiana repeaters in order to access 
them. This has hardware implications for 
all users, as well as for the operators of the 
repeaters. The implications, which may 
be controversial, are addressed in the ar- 
ticle, so club members are encouraged to 
read the article and address any concerns 
to Steve or other club officers. 


Joseph Lawrence, KB9RFZ announced 
his intention to run for the position of 
ARRL Indiana Section Manager against in- 
cumbent Lou Everett, WASLOU in the up- 
coming ARRL elections. To this point he 
addressed why he intended to run for the 
position and circulated a petition neces- 
sary to put his name in the hat for nomi- 
nation. Brian Jenks, W9BGJ then took 
the floor to state his support for Joseph's 
decision to run for the office. More than 
the required number of ARRL members 
signed the petition. 


Brian also noted that he was intend- 
ing to organize classes for those desiring 
to upgrade to General, and also to Extra 
class licenses. He expected to initiate 
the classes starting 1 April. Details to fol- 
low, or contact Brian at: 260-484-5060, 
w9bgj(at)arrl.net. 


Dave Van Door, W9WEL announced 


that he had been appointed a Tech Spe- 
cialist by the ARRL and that his specialties 
lie in the areas of trouble-shooting, solid 
state receivers, antennas, serving as an 
“Elmer’, and cw operating. He is available 
for anyone that might need help. Contact 
info is: 260-432-9397, dlvandoorn(at)hot- 
mail.com. 


Steve Nardin announced that Bill 
White, KB9YTR is soliciting for ham sup- 
port for the Save Maumee canoe trip to 
Toledo, 18-26 April. Details regarding the 
initiative can be found on: savemaumee. 
org, or you can contact Bill at: 260-267- 
9179. 


Dan Ward, N9WLW announced that he 
is soliciting ham support for the upcom- 
ing Indiana Trail IT-100 (100 mile) foot 
race to occur 26 & 27 April at Chain-O- 
Lakes State Park in Albion. About 60 hams 
are needed to support this event. If you 
can help out, contact Dan at: 260-402- 
7561, n9wlw(at)yahoo.com. 


Last but not least, Jim Moehring, 
KBOWWM sent word that he was looking 
for support for the upcoming Hoosiers 
Out On Tandems (HOOTS) event to oc- 
cur over the Labor Day weekend. HOOTS 
(http://tandemhoots.ning.com/), is ex- 
pected to involve around 800 people rid- 
ing 400 tandem bicycles in the Ft. Wayne 
area 30-31 August. Contact Jim at: 260- 
493-8326, servo300(at)aol.com if you can 
help out. 


Following the business meeting Chris 
Highlen of the Ft. Wayne Astronomical 
Society (www.fortwayneastronomicalso- 
ciety.com) gave an outstanding presenta- 
tion of the history, current activities and 
future plans of the Astronomical Society 
including a very impressive slide presen- 
tation. If you missed this program, you 
missed a good one. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Al Burke, WB9SSE 
Secretary, FWRC 


FWRC February meeting photos provided by Tom Rupp - KU8T. (More on page 5.) 
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State of the Arts 


P.O. Box 10342, Fort Wayne, IN 


Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society 


ACARTS PresipDENnT’s MEssaAGE 


‘m not even going to talk 

about the weather as | have 
for the last two months ex- 
cept to say that it will eventu- 
ally improve. | just don’t know 
when. 


The start of the hamfest 
season is with us with Mar- 
shall, Michigan, and Toledo, Ohio, coming 
up in the middle of the month. Hopefully, 
the weather will be good enough and the 
roads passible to get to one or both of 
them. 


The March program on the 18th will 


be a presentation by Jim Boyer, 
KB9IH, on MSDR. MDSR is a tech- 
nique to upgrade older analog 
radios to digital signal process- 
ing by utilizing the existing RF 
sections and digitizing the IF 
with a low cost board and using 
MDSR software to demodulate 
and digitally process the audio. 
It sounds like a great way for people us- 
ing older HF rigs to enjoy the perks of the 
modern transceivers. 


73, 
Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 


More Amateur Rapio CuseSats RELEASED INTO ORBIT FROM 
ISS, LAUNCHED FROM JAPAN 


From ARRL News 


S| Amateur Radio CubeSats, in- 
cluding LituanicaSAT-1 and Litsat-1, 
have been deployed into orbit from the 
International Space Station. Lithuanica- 
SAT-1 and LitSat-1 are Lithuania’s first sat- 
ellites. NASA reported that the nanosat 
deployments took place February 26, 27, 
and 28. The ISS crew also released Ardu- 
Sat-2 (Arduino Satellite 2, an improved 2 
unit version of the single-unit ArduSat-1), 
UAPSat-1, Chasqui-1, and the nonama- 
teur 915 MHz SkyCube. 


Seven Japanese Amateur Radio satel- 
lites also launched successfully from Earth 
February 27. They include the ARTSAT: IN- 
VADER CubeSat (call sign JQ1ZKK) and six 
other Amateur Radio satellites, along with 
the Global Precipitation Measurement 


March 18: The program will bea 
presentation by Jim Boyer, KB9IH, on 
Modulation — Demodulation Software 
Radio (MDSR). 


Unless otherwise scheduled, all 
meetings are held at 7:00 PM at 
the Salvation Army Center, 2901 N. 
Clinton Street, Fort Wayne, IN. 


(GPM) core observatory satellite. 
For the full article, see: 


www.arrl.org/news/more-amateur-radio-cubesats- 
released-into-orbit-from-iss-launched-from-japan 


> 
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ACARTS 
Entrance 


Grove St 


ACARTS Officers 


President 
Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 
260-485-6135 
w9lkh(at)comcast.net 


Vice President 
Dave Keiser, WB9UNL 
260-244-3322 
wb9unl(at)yahoo.com 


Secretary 
Dan Soper, KB9NGM 
260-637-5787 
dlsoper(at)frontier.com 


Treasurer 
Howard Pletcher, N9ADS 
260-747-5252 
hrpletch(at)gmail.com 


ACARTS Managers 


Fundraising Manager: 
Jim Boyer, KB9IH 
260-489-6700 
kb9ih(at)arrl.net 


Station Managers (Acting) 
Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 
260-485-6135 
w9lkh(at)comcast.net 
and Jim Boyer, KB9IH 
260-489-6700 
kb9ih(at)arrl.net 


W9INX Trustee: 
Dave Lindquist, W9LKH 
260-485-6135 
w9lkh(at)comcast.net 


Directors at Large 


Bob Erb, N9SPWM 
260-466-7772 
roberterb(at)hotmail.com 


Bernie Holm, K9JDF 
260-485-0164 
bgholmmg(at)earthlink.net 


Larry Eckerley, KF9YP 
260-639-3414 
lleckerley(at)frontier.com 
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Fort WAYNE 
HaAMmFEsT & 
ComPUTER Expo 


Novemser 15 - 16, 2014 


Sponsored by the Allen County 
Amateur Radio Technical Society 


The 2014 Fort Wayne Hamfest & Com- 
puter Expo and the will be held on 
November 15th and 16th at the Allen 
County War Memorial Coliseum and 
Exposition Center, located at 4000 Par- 
nell Avenue in Fort Wayne (at the cor- 
ner of Parnell and Coliseum Blvd). 


The 2014 Fort Wayne Hamfest & Com- 
puter Expo will be open to the public 
from 9 AM to 4 PM on Saturday No- 
vember 15th, and from 9 AM to noon 
on Sunday, November 16th. Admission 
is only $6.00 per person (good for both 
days), or $4.00 for just Sunday, and 
there is plenty of parking in a large, 
paved parking lot, but please note that 
the Coliseum charges a $5.00 parking 
fee. Children 11 and under are free with 
an adult. 


Say Again? 

“It's a great invention but 
who would want to use it 
anyway?” 
Rutherford B. Hayes 


U.S. President 
After seeing a demonstration of 


Alexander Bell's telephone, 1876 


SKYWARN - Continued from Page 1 


products on the air, especially during di- 
rected nets. Expect, for example, to hear 
little more than, “A severe thunderstorm 
warning has been issued for northern 
Allen County, Indiana.’ If you want the 
details, such as storm location and move- 
ment, obtain them via other means. If 
you haven't been paying attention to the 
frequency and want to know why you're 
hearing sirens, turn to broadcast or Inter- 
net sources, rather than requesting such 
information during a directed SKYWARN 
net. 


Of course, when SKYWARN is in stand- 
by mode, all stations are welcome to 
transmit at any time and for any purpose, 
as long as they keep transmissions short 
and leave long gaps between transmis- 
sions so a spotter can easily break in. 


Remember that in the past year, the 
146.88 MHz repeater was unreliable 
(mostly when the weather was warm). As 
in the past, should the repeater develop 
problems during a SKYWARN operation, 
SKWYARN will switch to the 146.76 MHz 
repeater. 


Annual spotter training underway 


More than 200 people turned out for 
the first spotter training session of the 
season, Feb. 18 in Columbia City. If you 
missed it, the next opportunity that’s 
close to Fort Wayne will be March. 17, 
in Bluffton. Details are available on the 
NWS website, weather.gov/iwx (click the 
link near the top that reads, “Training Op- 
portunities from the National Weather 
Service”). If you plan to attend, the NWS 
would greatly appreciate it if you would 
use the link on the website to register. 
The Columbia City training had to change 


Observatory Concept 


rooms because so many people showed 
up who had not registered. In case you 
haven't heard, the NWS will not offer 
spotter training in Fort Wayne this year. 


Facebook, Twitter “chats” supplement 
spotter training 


The NWS will supplement live spot- 
ter training sessions with online “chats” 
via Facebook and Twitter, following the 
schedule below. NWS is accepting ques- 
tions in advance via a form on its web- 
site. It will also accept questions posted 
on its Facebook page and sent via Twit- 
ter. Tweeted questions should include “@ 
NWSIWX" in the tweet. 


Although NWS will post answers dur- 
ing the times specified below, you can 
read the answers by visiting the office's 
Facebook and/or Twitter pages at your 
convenience. You don’t need a Facebook 
account or a Twitter account to read the 
answers, because both the Facebook 
page and Twitter page are viewable by 
the public. You do need a Facebook ac- 
count, however, if you wish to post ques- 
tions via Facebook and you need a Twitter 
account if you wish to post questions via 
Twitter. 


Here’s the schedule for March (all times 
are ET): 


discussion 
sion (Tweet up) 


March 18 |6pm-8pm | Facebook — dis- 
cussion 

March 25 |6pm-8pm | Twitter discus- 
sion (Tweet up) 


“A Whole New Vision of the Night Sky” 


~ 


Chris Highlen of the Fort 
Wayne Astronomical 
Society gave a presentation 
of the history, current 
activities and future plans 
of the Astronomical Society 
for the FWRC. 


(www.fortwayneastronomical- 
society.com) 
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Fort Wayne DX Association 


Noise 


Carl Luetzelschwab KOLA 


he January 2014 

column  men- 
tioned that | added 
a low-noise receive 
antenna to my QTH 
to help with re- 
ceiving on the low 
bands. The problem 
on the low bands 
is two-fold with respect to noise: man- 
made noise and atmospheric noise. Both 
limit your ability to hear weak signals. 


e's 
ws 
‘es 


b a 


The purpose of a low-noise receive an- 
tenna is to improve your signal-to-noise 
ratio (SNR) when noise is arriving at your 
QTH. Man-made noise generally arrives 
from a specific azimuth, while atmo- 
spheric noise can arrive from all around 
the compass because it is the noise 
propagated into your QTH from distant 
thunderstorm activity (there are about 
2000 thunderstorms occurring around 
the world at any given time). In essence, 


atmospheric noise is a drizzle of noise due 
to lightning discharges from these distant 
thunderstorms. 


Atmospheric noise is generally weaker 
at your QTH than man-made noise. What 
this says is you better pay attention to 
man-made noise first. Otherwise your 
effort in putting up a low-noise receive 
antenna may be a waste of time. To show 
this, see the accompanying figure. It de- 
tails the man-made noise in three differ- 
ent noise environments: residential, rural 
and quiet rural. 


With respect to the figure, the horizon- 
tal axis is frequency. The left vertical axis is 
noise power in dBm (power referenced to 
1 milliwatt) ina 500 Hz bandwidth (a typi- 
cal CW bandwidth). The right vertical axis 
is the noise power converted to S-units 
assuming S9 = 50 microvolts = -73 dBm, 
and an S-unit is 5 dB (typical of what I've 
measured with several receivers). Also in- 
cluded is the sensitivity of a typical mod- 
ern receiver (the dashed red line), which is 


around -130 dBm in a 500 Hz bandwidth. 


If you live in a residential noise envi- 
ronment, your man-made noise on 160m 
is predicted to be around S7. This is gen- 
erally greater than atmospheric noise on 
160m, so installing the low-noise receive 
antenna may not help much except with 
specific man-made noise sources. Also 
note that even on 10m you cannot hear 
down to your receiver's sensitivity - in 
other words, you are still limited in hear- 
ability by external noise. 


In a quiet rural noise environment, your 
noise on 160m is predicted to be around 
$3. That's about what mine is. Note that | 
can only hear down to my receiver's sen- 
sitivity on 21 MHz and higher. But a low- 
noise receive antenna should be helpful 
on the low bands since atmospheric noise 
on 160m is generally above $3. 


Two caveats are important to note. 
First, the man-made noise data in the 
figure is from the 1970s. More than likely 
noise is higher nowadays due to the pro- 
liferation of new-technology devices like 
PCs, etc. Second, remember the noise 
data is in a 500 Hz bandwidth. If you're an 
SSB aficionado, the noise will be about 6 
dB higher (about one S-unit). 


The bottom line is you should first try 
to eliminate as much man-made noise as 
possible. Then you can attack atmospher- 
ic noise problem with a low-noise receiv- 
ing system. 


Man-Made Noise in a 500 Hz Bandwidth 
from Figure 10 in Radio Noise (Rec. ITU-R P.372-7) 


residential 


io 
a 
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rural 


frequency (MHz) 


quiet rural — —typical receiver MDS 
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54" Annual 


Michigan Crossroads Hamfest & Radio Swap 


Saturday, March 15, 2014 
Marshall Activity Center (MAC) 
15325 W. Michigan Avenue, Marshall, Michigan 49068 


Sponsored by the Southern Michigan Amateur Radio Society 


General Admission: Saturday, March 15th, 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
$5.00 admission fee at the door 

Vendor table or 8’ space rental $10.00 

Free parking 

Door prizes 

Amateur Radio Examinations (10:00 AM) 

QSL Card-Checking 

Talk-in: 146.660 MHz (-600 kHz offset) SMARS Repeater PL 94.8 


For more information, visit our website_http://www.wé8df.com, contact Tom, WR8G, at (269) 962-8007 or via email 
at wr8g@arrl.net. Alternate contact: Doc, K8OLY, at (269) 223-7141. 


HAMFEST 2014 


TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO ASSOCIATION 


TMRA 59" Hamfest - Radios/Computers/Electronics 
March 16" 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Owens Community College 
Student Health and Activity Center (GHAC) 
30335 Oregon Road, Perrysburg, OH 43551 


31sT ANNUAL Co_LumBus INDIANA HAMFEST 


SPONSORED BY CoLumBUS AMATEUR Rapio CLuB 


http://www.carcnet.org 


SATURDAY, Marcu 29, 2014 


8 a.m. TO Noon 


Bartholomew County Fairgrounds - Community Building 
750 W County Road 2008S, Columbus, Indiana 47201 
General Admission - $5.00 at the door 
Talk-in: 146.79 MHz (-600 kHz, PL 100 Hz) 
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THE FOXHUNT CHRONICLES 


S February 9 marked the date of 
the first foxhunt of the 2014 season. 
And this foxhunt was delayed a week 
from the original start date of the 2nd be- 
cause of the on-going inclement weather 
that Ft. Wayne has been experiencing 
this winter. Wind, cold, snow, more snow, 
enough already! 


With an additional three inches of 
overnight snow on the ground, seven in- 
trepid hunters made their way over to the 
Off-track Betting Parlor parking lot. The 
seven consisted of the team of Carole and 
Al Burke, WB9’s RUS & SSE, the team of 
Linda and Steve Nardin, W9’s LAN & SAN 
plus their grandson Alex, and the team 
of Dave Spence, K9NDU and Bob Dean, 
KC9UHU. Missing from the ranks were 
regular foxhunters Jim & Kim Machamer, 
KB9‘s DOS & DOT whose vehicle was inun- 
dated in a snow bank and was thus out of 
action, and Jim & Annie Pliett, K9OMA & 
WB9YYI who were in fact luxuriating on 
deck chairs on a Cruise ship in the Carib- 
bean. (It being Annie’s birthday, Jim gave 
her the choice of slogging thru the snow 
on a foxhunt, or a cruise. So guess what 
she chose.....go figure). 


Charles Ward, KC9MUT and Fred Geng- 
nagel, KC9EZP served the role of the fox. 
They were located at a city park in Gra- 
bill. (Did you know that Grabill has two 
parks?). The high power fox consisted of 
a mobile rig pumping about 130 watts 
into a yagi aimed at a water tower to kin- 
da confuse the signal direction of arrival 
when close-in to the fox location. The 
fox itself was a micro-fox running about 
100 miliwatts of microprocessor derived 
CW. It was buried beneath the snow in a 
valley formed between two huge piles of 
snow which required help from Sherpas 
to climb. | mean, those snow hummocks 
were huge. 


KCOMUT | KC9EZP | WB9RUS 


Now you may ask, “Well, didn’t Charles 
and Fred's footprints in the snow lead one 
directly to the microfox?”...... and the an- 
swer is.... No, evil Charles included a leaf 
blower in his bag of fox-hiding tools and 
used it to obliterate footprints leading to 
and around the fox hid location. Remark- 
ably devious wouldn't you say? 


Anyway, the fox starting transmit- 
ting on the input to the 146.76 repeater 
promptly at 13:30 and was heard by ev- 
eryone (except Carole and Al....we didn’t 
have a DF antenna mounted on our ve- 
hicle...we tagged along behind Linda 
and Steve). The first bearings were to the 
east, and a shudder ran through every- 
one....’Oh no, not New Haven”. But then 
it became apparent that the fox was well 
north of New Haven based upon a bear- 
ing Jim & Kim Machamer took from their 
home QTH antenna in Blackhawk. 


Eventually we wound our way out to 
the Leo-Grabill area based upon Linda 
and Steve's DF readings plus the clues 
from Jim & Kim Machamer. Let me tell 
you, those Amish country roads don’t 
quite get the snow clearing attention that 
the roads in town do. As we passed by 
Amish folks out and about in their horse 


Fox Hunt Year To Date Points 
WBOSSE 


drawn buggies, they would spot the yagi 
on Steve's roof and you could almost hear 
them saying, “Crazy Englishmen’, or, “I'd 
have gone with a cubical-quad”. 


Once in Grabill we started to hear the 
microfox on our handhelds and that’s 
when we discovered that there were two 
parks in that town. Of course, we went 
to the wrong park first and thus were 
not the first to localize the fox. Dave and 
Bob got to the correct park first and were 
afoot when we pulled into the parking lot. 
Once we climbed the snow mountain and 
peered down into the valley, we found 
Dave and Bob, with Charles gleefully tak- 
ing videos of the goings-on. It turns out 
that Dave physically found the microfox, 
but since we were all standing there look- 
ing at him, we were all scored as finding 
the fox at the same time, eighty three 
minutes after the start of the hunt. 


As it turns out Charles got video of all 
the goings-on, both from a hand-held 
unit, and also from a remote camera he 
had emplaced in the area. The videos 
should be interesting to view, perhaps at 
a club meeting later in the year. 


Given everyone found the fox at the 
same time, the winners of this hunt 
turned on mileage. Dave and Bob's mile- 
age was 16.3 miles versus the Nardin’s 
and Burke's mileage of 17.3. So Dave and 
Bob were the winners and will serve as 
fox for the March hunt. Since Kim and Jim 
helped out with DF bearings from their 
QTH, it was decided that they deserved 
a few points (50) even though they were 
unable to physically participate in the fox 
track down. It was briefly discussed that 
we should come up with the 50 points by 
deducting them from Charles and Fred’s 
score considering that they provided nei- 
ther Yeti protection nor avalanche warn- 
ing to the fearless hunters at the fox hide 


KCQUHU | KB9DOS | KB9DOT 


This Hunt 


733 733 619.5 


619.5 


50 


733 733 619.5 


Total 


619.5 


50 


This Hunt 


Total 
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site, but we decided to be magnanimous 
and just print the points. After all, the 
government does the same thing with 
money. 


Scores for this hunt and for year-to- 
date are listed in the table at the bottom 
of the previous page. 


Following the hunt everyone buzzed 
over to Culvers on Dupont and chowed 
down. It was GOOD. 


It was decided that the March foxhunt 
would start from the Public Safety Acad- 
emy at Patriot Crossing in the Southtown 
Mall area, and the fox frequency will emit 
on 146.430 MHz. This is in line with the 
decision to vary start points since the Off- 
Track Betting Parlor facilities are moving 
to another site. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Al Burke, WB9SSE 


2014 Foxhunt 
Schedule 


The following is the planned Foxhunt 
schedule for 2014. All foxhunts start 
at 1:30 PM on Sunday. Locations to 
be announced: 


March 2 
April 6 
May 4 
June 1 
July 6 

August 3 

September 7 
October 5 
November 2 


The Allen County HamNews is prepared using Adobe's InDesign software along with 
PhotoShop and Acrobat on an i7 PC running Windows 7. 


A Bit oF Trivia 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 
INR 


INR|P 


KC 53 MIN 
NYY 
8 BAL 
TOR 
CLE 
DET 


Thinking of spring and the start of 
baseball's spring training, did you know 
that Fenway Park in Boston has Morse 
Code on the scoreboard? In Morse code 
down the side of the scoreboard are the 
initials of Thomas A. Yawkey and Jean R. 
Yawkey, who owned the Red Sox from 
1933-93. 


Ausurn Amateur Rapio CLass GRADUATES EIGHT 


Fin applicants have successfully com- 
pleted a twenty-hour series of class- 
room study and will be receiving their 
Technician Class Amateur Radio license 
from the FCC. Initial training includes 
study of FCC rules, operating procedures, 
safety and electronic theory. 


The FCC issues three classes of Ama- 
teur Radio (Ham) license: Technician, Gen- 
eral and Extra. As Hams qualify for each 
class of license, their operating privileges 
are increased. Unlike broadcasting sta- 
tions which are limited to specified fre- 
quencies, Amateur Radio operators are 
allowed to make broad use of the radio 
frequency spectrum in a wide range of 
hobby activities. 


Anyone with an interest in amateur ra- 
dio may participate in these classes. 


The only charge is for the textbook 
which the student keeps. All of the train- 
ing is provided by qualified ham radio 
operators, eager to assist new amateurs. 
There is no minimum age requirement 


and school students are always welcome. 


Training classes are held periodically 
and arranged through the Northern In- 
diana Amateur Radio Club, based in Au- 
burn. More information may be obtained 


by contacting Dave Southern by e-mail 
at: KC9YY (at) yahoo.com. 


Jack Dold W9OWO 


Pictured L to R: Steve Long, Steven Hull, Doug Stout, Richard Mahan, Mark Donley, Lee 
Everetts, Dave Peters, Shannon Brown and Dave Southern, KC9YY, Trainer. 
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ConTEST CALENDAR 


Here are a few of the contests that will be held in the next few weeks. Please refer to the contest web sites for full rules, scoring 
information, operating periods or time limits, and log submission information. 


Some of the places on-line with information on contest include: 

ARRL Contest Corral Web page: http://www.arrl.org/contests 

WA7BNM Contest Calendar: http://www.hornucopia.com/contestcal/ 

ARRL's National Contest Journal calendar: http://www.ncjweb.com/contestcal.php 


Contesting On-Line: http://www.contesting.com/ 


ARRL Int’L PHone DX Contest IDAHO QSO Party 
Mak 1, 0000Z 
www.arrl.org/contests www.idahoarrl.info/qsoparty/ 


Wisconsin QSO Party Fetp-HeELL LEPRECHAUN SPRINT RussiAN DX Contest 
Mar 10, 0100Z Mar 15, 12 PM Mar 15,2 PM Mar 15, 1200Z Mar 16, 1159Z 


Mar 9, 1800Z 


Wi coun on /PC 
http://www.warac.org/ www.feldhellclub.org 
Mas 16, 00002 
asia] [| Pane [3528] 50 | Prowcwdem [182] soe | wt 


Classified Ads 


Want to Buy 


Items for Sale 


Haiiivéention 


MakKEeRs ... THE FUTURE OF HAM Rapio 


May 16-18 2014 


If you have someting you would like to 

have listed in the classified section then 

please send an email to the newsletter 
editor at ab9zd at arrl.net. 


Articles, photographs, and classified 
ads for publication in the Allen 
County HamNews should be emailed 


to the newsletter editor at AB9ZD (at) 
ARRL.NET several days before the 
first of the month. 


Friday Activities 

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Outside Exhibits 
open. Forums and scheduled bus service 
available (all buses are scheduled to pick 
up passengers to arrive at HARA by 8 AM). 
Programs available at all ticket selling 
points. 

9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Inside Exhibits 
open, prizes on display, hourly drawings. 
Saturday Activities 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Outside Exhibits 
open. Bus service available. 

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Inside Exhibits 
open, forums, exams, scheduled activi- 
ties. 


9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m Hourly prize draw- 
ings. 
Sunday Activities 

8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Outside Exhibits 
open. 

7:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Bus service avail- 
able. 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Inside Exhibits 
open; prizes on display. 

9:00 a.m. - noon. Hourly prize draw- 
ings. 

9:15 am. - 12:30 p.m. Forums and 
scheduled activities. 

1:00 p.m. Prize Drawings: unclaimed 
hourly prizes followed by main prizes. 
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Membership Application for L] ACARTS - and/or - L] FWRC 


Name: 


Call sign: License class: 


Street address: 


City: 


State: ZIP: Phone #: ( 


Email address: 


- Unlisted? [1 Yes 


ARRL Member? [1 Yes 


(ARRL membership helps your club maintain affiliation.) 


May we list your name, call & email address in our membership roster and on our club web site? (1 Yes L1 No 
Both clubs now offer this newsletter as a downloadable (Adobe Acrobat) PDF file, in lieu of a paper copy sent through the 


mail. For FWRC a mailed paper newsletter is a $20.00/yr. premium. 


How would you like your newsletter delivered? O1 by snail mail L) download from web site. 


A.C.A.R.T.S. Dues 
Regular membership 0) $12.00 / year 
C0 $6.00 / year 
C0 $6.00 / year 
C0 $6.00 / year 


(New Regular memberships are $1/month) 


Additional family members ' 
Student membership? 
Associate membership ? 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Dues 
Regular membership 

Family membership ' 
Student membership? 
Associate membership ? O) $20.00 / year 
Mailed newsletter premium O) $20.00 / year 
(Memberships for Jul - Dec are 1/2 the stated amounts.) 


0) $20.00 / year 
CO) $30.00 / year 
C1 $5.00 / year 


1. Please list all names and calls on an attached sheet. 


2. K-12 or full time student 


3. Unlicensed member 


Please attach a check (number ) for the appropriate amount and bring to a club meeting or mail to: 
ACARTS Fort Wayne Radio Club. 


PO Box 10342 
Fort Wayne, IN 46851-0342 


PO Box 15127 
Fort Wayne, IN 46885-5127 


For dual membership, send a check to each club for your respective membership. Payment by check is strongly encouraged! 


ACARTS Voice Repeaters 

146.880 (-) General use / Skywarn priority 

147.255 (+) General use 

443.800 (+) General use 

(For autopatch 88 has only speed dial emergency #'s.) 
ACARTS Digital Repeaters (digipeaters) 
144.390 (s) APRS - wide 

145.530 (s) W9INX-1 Digipeater and Node 


Fort Wayne Radio Club Repeaters 

Voice: 

146.76 (-) General use 

146.94 (-) General use with autopatch 

146.91 (-) EchoLink connection repeater 

Node number 519521 

444.875 (+) General use 

ATV: 439.25 In, 910.250 Out, 144.340 Audio & control 

D-STAR 

442.99375, Offset + 5.0 MHz, W9TE__ _ B, W9OTE__ _ 
Indiana D-STAR net, 1st and 3rd Thursday, 7:30 - 8:30, 
Reflector REFO24B 


Area Traffic Nets 


(please submit any changes or corrections to the editor) 


IMO: meets nightly at 6:30 p.m. on 146.88- 


Tri State Two Meter Net: meets daily at 7:00 p.m. on 147.015+ 


21 Repeater Group: Wed. at 7:30 p.m. on 147.150 
Help and Swap Net: Mon. at 9:00 p.m. 146.94(-) 


Daily Indiana Traffic Net: 3.910 @ 8:30 a.m. & 3.940 @ 6:00 p.m. 
local times. 

Daily (QIN) Indiana Section CW net: 3.535 @ 8:00 a.m. & 

8:00 p.m. local times. 


Miscellaneous Nets 


Allen Co. ARES Training Net: Tue. at 9:00 p.m. on 146.94- 
Huntington ARES: Sat. at 8:00 p.m. on 146.685- 

Whitley Co. ARES: Wed. at 8:00 p.m. on 145.270 

(Note 131.8 PL disabled for all nets) 

Whitley Co. Sunday: Sun. at 8:00 p.m. on 444.5504, 131.8 PL 
“No-Name” Net: 8:30 pm Sunday and Wednesday nights. 1.965 
MHz or cross band on the 146.91 repeater. 

Little Red Barn Net: Weekdays @ 8:30 a.m. on 3820 kHz. 
Northeast Indiana Packet Net: Sunday at 9:00 p.m. on 
145.530 @ 1200 baud. We use unconnected converse mode to 
communicate for a roundtable net setting. Use your “UNPROTO” 
command or equivalent to set Digi path(s) through the 
strongest station(s) needed between you and your destination. 
Only use those that are necessary! Have all your “Monitor” 
settings on so you can see everyone. 

FWRC YL Net: Wed. 7:00 p.m. on 146.76- 

FWRC 6 Meter Net: Tue. 8:00 p.m. on 50.580 USB 

6 Meter AM Net: Thurs. 8:00 p.m. on 50.580 AM 

FW Area Student Net: Wed. 9:00 p.m. on 146.91- 

Indiana HF Traffic Nets Web Site: 

http://www. inarrl.org/inhfnet.html 
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P.O. Box 10342 


Fort Wayne, IN 46851-0342 


Date 


Time 


To: 


Activities Calendar 


Event 


STAMP 


WIINNIR: | 


Place 


03/02/2014 
03/11/2014 
03/11/2014 
03/17/2014 
03/18/2014 
03/21/2014 
04/01/2014 
04/06/2014 
04/08/2014 
04/11/2014 
04/15/2014 


11/15/2014 
11/16/2014 
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1:30 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
6:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
1:30 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 


9AM-4PM 
9 AM - Noon 


Foxhunt 

FWRC BOD Meeting 
ACARTS Board Meeting 
Skywarn Training 
ACARTS General Meeting 
FWRC General Meeting 
FWRC Board Meeting 
Foxhunt 

ACARTS Board Meeting 
FWRC General Meeting 
ACARTS General Meeting 


2014 Fort Wayne Hamfest 
2014 Fort Wayne Hamfest 


Allen County HamNews 


Public Safety Academy - Patriot Crossing 
GSUMC 

Salvation Army Facility 

Wells County Community Ctr, Blufton 
Salvation Army Facility 

GSUMC 

GSUMC 

To Be Announced 

Salvation Army Facility 

GSUMC 

Salvation Army Facility 


Allen County War Memorial Coliseum 
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum 
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